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b EMORANDUM FOR: 


Mr. Gerdau Grey/ 

Special AgtUtaal to the President 


SUBJECT 


Unauthorised Disc losuxe o£ 
Intelligence Bdntetttoa 


1. On 22 Juniry 1959 a reqaeit woo directed to the Office of the 
Secretary of Defence Member of Hus United States Intelligence Board 
for m investigation d what appeared to be am unauthorised disclosure 
of intelligence baaed on m article appearing in the Washington Eventac 
Star of 14 January 1959 wider the by-line of L» Edgar Prlna. This 
article reported that ’’the United States has evidence that the Russians 
tailed last year to probe the moon with rocket*", and attributed the 
source of this Information to a high ranking Defence Official. 


2. The Office of the Secretary of Defease has conducted an enten- 
dre lanitpiin which tidied to establish any information to support 
the newspaper writer** contention that talc info rm a ti on was furnished by 
a high ranking Defence Official. In a dd i t i on , the investigation noted 
that the verbal release freer the Departmed of Defense, In c onn e ction 
with the MECHTA taring on t Jaamary 1959, was publicly misinterpreted 
to mean that the United States had knowledge of the Russian lunar probe 
before the actual taring end further, the 12 January 1959 is awe of 
A VIA TIC bf WEEK reported "It or 12 earlier Ru a eian attempt* that 
&£•#'. in light of these ^Sectors tae Department of Defence la doubtful 

a ease of an unauthorised disclosure of Intel- 
ligence information* 

I. 1 fed tad the investigation conducted in this matter has ade- 
quately explored the various factor* pertaining to this public statement 
and that no benefit Is to b* derived by further investigation. Accordingly, 
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I am ccnai during this matter m closed. TIm investigative report w m 
furnished in ihgl< copy and wilt he agaflaMa if |NM> so desire* 


SIGNED 

ALLEN U ; . DULLES 

Director of ^eofcrat hhlHgwe 

Distribution: 

Orig it 1 - Addressee 
i - DGX 
1 - DDCI 
1 - K,R 
1 - DDS 



Z 
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M EM GRANDUM FOR: Director cd Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT : Unauthorized Disclosure of Intelligence 

Information, 'A’ashington Evening Star , 
14 January I95», Article Entitled, 
"Pentagon Says Several Red Moon Shots 
Failed" 


1 . This mexoorasuhttxi contains a recommendation for your approval. 
Such recommendation is contained in paragraph (4). 

2. On 22 January 13 59 you requested the Office of the Secretary ol 
Defense Member o £ the United States Intelligence Board to conduct an in- 
vestigation of an article appearing in the Washington Evening Sta r of 

14 Jenaary 1959 which appeared to be an unauthorized disclosure of in- 
formation. in this article, E. Edgar Pr inn wrote that "a high ranking 
Defense official # , . who declined use of his name'' stated that "the 
United States has evidence that the Russians failed last year to probe the 
moon with rochets, *' In addition, fee article made reference to super 
radar and radio devices which reportedly gathered data on previous 
Soviet Missile and satellite launchings. 

1, An investigation was conducted by Mr. Robert Dechert, General 

Counsel, Office of the Secretary of Defease, la the course of which 
numerous senior official* of CSD were interviewed. The investigation 
failed to disclose any officer ©f the Office of tee Secretary of Defense as 
being responsible for this reported statement to Mr, I rina. The investi- 
gation further raised a question as to whether this was, in fact, an un- 
authorized disclosure and cited as a reference tee 12 January 1959 issue 
of AVIATION WEEK which reported M 11 or 12 earlier Russian attempts 
teat failed. 1 11 In addition, it was reported that the verbal release from, 
tee Department of Defense in connection with the MEGHTA firing on 
2 January 1959 was widely mis Interpreted to mean teat the United States 
had knowledge of the Russian lunar probe before tee actual firing. It 
appears that this investigation has adequately explored the logical facets 
of this matter and teat no benefit would he derived by further investigation. 
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Jxk view of (he feet that the investigative request was addressed only to 
the Office of the Secretary of Defense, it Is not felt dust a stmmuury of 
the investigative results should be circulated to all the Members of the 
United States Intelligence Board. 

4. It is recommended that, (a) the investigation be closed; and 
(b) the attached memorandum to Mr. Gordon Gray, Special Assistant 
to the President, informing him of the results of the investigation be 
approved. 


Sheffield Edwards 
Director of Security 


Attachment: 

Memo to Mr. Gordon Gray 


2 4JUN 1953 

The recommendation in paragraph (4) is approved. 

Date 

$\«© 

auSTwT duLles “ 

Director of Central Intelligence 

Distribution: 

Orig * Return to OS 
I - DCI 
I - DDCI 
1 - SR 
I - DDS 
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